Tues., 29 Sep 2026
Novice Liturgy: Psalm 119:33-40, Exodus 3: 1-12

· What a joyous day this is!  It’s the first full day of Annual Gathering 2026; we have four Brothers who have just taken their first-year novice vows, and three more siblings who are renewing their novice vows for a second year of study.
· Tomorrow, we’ll celebrate with Fr. Joe, as he professes his First Vows, and later in the week we’ll witness a first for our community: the election of a new Steward Guardian.
· Together, we’ll stand in solidarity with Br. Stephen as he retires from his role as our shepherd and gives his vow of obedience to our newly elected Steward Guardian.
· In addition to this, we’re also welcoming a new Bishop Visitor!  My…how the Holy Spirit is moving, and this excites me!  
· It’s so wonderful to see our community growing, but what excites me most is seeing each one of you learning to answer God’s call upon your life, for that is indeed what you are doing.
· Every single one of you that’s sitting here today is here because you have heard the call of God upon your life.  Not only did you hear the call, but you took the time to discern what it is that God is asking of you and where God is leading you.  
· And that has brought you here today.  To this place, to this moment where God is moving among us, filling our hearts, renewing our minds, and refreshing our spirits.  God has called each of you today to a place that is holy ground.
· In our reading today, from the book of Exodus, we hear the familiar story of God calling our brother, Moses, to his own experience of walking holy ground.
· Moses is leading his father-in-law’s herds through the mountains and valleys of the wilderness when suddenly God appears to him in the form of a burning bush, calling to him saying, “Moses, Moses!” And Moses replies by saying, “Here I am.”
· Then God tells him to come no closer and instructs him to remove his shoes because the place where he is standing is holy ground.
· God begins to reveal Himself to Moses and explains that He has heard the cries of the Israelites and has seen their suffering and that He wants to send Moses to Pharaoh and lead the children of Israel out of their bondage.
· This time, however, Moses protests, saying, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
· Now just a few moments ago, I described this story from Exodus as “familiar”.
· We’ve all heard it before, probably hundreds of times.  I know that I have personally heard it since my youngest days attending Sunday School.  
· We’ve even written songs about it, singing lyrics such as “We are standing on holy ground.  For I know that there are angels all around.  Let us praise Jesus now.  For we are standing in His presence, on holy ground.”  
· We are all familiar with this story…but I believe the real reason that it’s so familiar to us is not because we’ve heard it so many times but because we’ve all lived it.
· When God calls to us, our hearts want to say “Yes!  Here I am God!  Use me!” but then our brains catch up with us and begins to tell us all the reasons why this is a bad idea, and we begin to tell God all the reasons why He should have chosen someone else to do what He is asking of us.  
· This is all part of the beauty of being human.  There’s always going to be fear, doubt, and uncertainty.  There’s always going to be feelings of inadequacy.
· But these feelings are an invitation to experience God more fully.
· In these moments, God invites us to take off our shoes, to expose ourselves to Him, and to stand in His presence on holy ground.
· Each moment of our lives, no matter how mundane, is an invitation to experience God in this way.  
· Each encounter that we have with one another, no matter how brief, is an opportunity for God to reveal Himself to us.
· And this is the essence of our vocation, to hone our skills of holy seeing and holy listening, to look past the physical and to find God there.
· To make each moment an encounter, and to make each encounter a holy transformation, standing in humility before Him praying, “Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes.  Give me understanding that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart.  Lead me in the path of your commandments.  Turn my heart to your decrees.  Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; give me life in your ways.”
· It’s cultivating an awareness of God’s deep abiding presence in all things, including ourselves, and learning to turn our hearts towards Him.
· In my own journey with this community, I have been amazed by all the twists and turns my spiritual life has taken.
· There are days where I feel like I’m on top of the world, living my life as a perfect little rosy-cheeked monk and then in the blink of an eye, I plummet to the depths of doubt, inadequacy, and self-loathing, questioning my call and my ability to live as a member of this community.
· Br. Jason and I call this “imposter syndrome”.  
· Part of it could be the Virgo in me…as you know, Virgos tend to be perfectionists and if we think we could have done something better, we tend to be quite vicious in attacking ourselves.
· But in learning to invite God into this space, I find that God is transforming my perception of these moments to become opportunities for me to practice living our Rule and our four vows: to practice living our vow of contemplation by reflecting on the fact that as a child of God I am holy and nothing can ever diminish my worth;
· to practice living our vow of tenderness by learning to love myself in such a way that the perception of my holiness is restored to me;
· to practice living our vow of humility by learning that God does not expect perfection and to trust in God’s love for me;
· to practice living our vow of justice by learning to live in such a way that holiness and dignity are restored not only to me, but to all of Creation.
· To each one of our novices: Br. Zeke, Br. Will, Br. David, Br. Mike, Br. Yates, Sib. Jordan, and Fr. Travis, I’d like to say thank you for hearing God’s call upon your lives.  Thank you for having the courage to say “yes!”
· Now comes the fun part.   Like our brother, Moses, you get to go to your own personal “Egypt”.  
· Each lesson you read, each meeting you have with your Spiritual Companion, each prayer you pray, each encounter that you have with your siblings in this community and in the world, is an invitation extended to you to dive deeper into the call that God has upon your life, to seek God out, and to find Him there.
· Each one of these things is an invitation extended to you to stand on holy ground.
· As you begin studying our Rule and each one of our vows, you may have moments of fear, doubt, and uncertainty.  This is normal.
· Let me say that again.  Being afraid, having doubts, experiencing feelings of uncertainty…it’s all normal.
· When these emotions arise and darken your mind, invite God into that space.
· Allow God to reveal Himself to you in whatever way He chooses, for these are moments of holiness and transformation.  
· These are moments spent on holy ground.
· And to all of us I’d like to say that as we live together this week in loving community, I encourage you to look for God in each moment and encounter that you have with one another.
· Take some time to sit with God in peaceful stillness and ponder the call that is not just upon your life but also upon the lives of your brothers, sisters, and siblings in this community.  
· Look for the holy in one another’s faces.
· Listen for the sacred in one another’s voices. 
· Open your heart to the holiness that surrounds you and find peace in knowing that God is with you.  Amen.
