Oct. 02, 2026 – The Giving of Obedience
Homily: Psalm 38:9 – 22; John 14:8 – 21

· Peace be with you, my brothers and sisters.  
· May peace be with all of us.  
· May Christ’s peace fill us.  
· May peace be in our souls.  
· May peace be in our minds, our hearts, our bodies, and our spirits.  May peace calm our fears, our anxieties, and our pains.  
· May peace calm our egos, our anger, and our pride.  
· May peace be with us this day.  
· This is a very special day for our community.  
· In just a few moments, we’ll witness the installation of our newly elected Steward Guardian.  
· We’ve spent this past year in prayer and deep discernment, asking the Holy Spirit to guide us in choosing our new Steward Guardian and the direction that this community should go.
· Some of the conversations we’ve had have been difficult.
· They challenged us to hear things that we may not have wanted to hear and to see things that we may not have wanted to see, but we pressed on, trusting in the Holy Spirit’s leading and by trusting in that leading, we allowed ourselves to be confronted with the truth of who God has called this community to be.
· Today, as we prepare our hearts to take on the new work that God has called us to, we begin reaping the fruit of discernment from the seeds of prayer, deep conversations, and holy listening that we have sown together.
· In our Gospel reading today, Jesus is preparing his disciples for the new work that they are being called to.  
· As he shares with them the news that he will be returning to the Father, he tells them,
·  “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.  This is the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.  I will not leave you orphaned.”
· I imagine this was a change that the disciples had not quite anticipated.
· For three years they had traveled with Jesus learning from him, listening to his revolutionary message of God’s radical love, witnessing countless miracles that hadn’t been seen since the days of the prophets of old.
· He had become their hope and vision for the future.  
· The thought of him leaving must have been very scary for them.
· But what they didn’t realize was that everything they experienced in their walk with Christ was simply seeds of faith that Jesus was sowing in their lives.
· Each miracle they witnessed and every holy conversation they had was simply Christ preparing them for the work that God had called them to do: to be the Church.
· And in order for them to be the Church, they needed to be empowered by God’s Holy Spirit.  
· While living on the Earth, Christ was just one man living in one earthly body, but through the power of the Holy Spirit abiding in us, Christ now dwells in every-body, and the Holy Spirit unites us all into the one body of Christ. 
· It’s the Holy Spirit that binds us all together and just like the Holy Spirit, our Rule binds us together into one community, one body. 
· Our earthly Steward Guardian may change, but the true Steward Guardian of this community is Christ, who never changes.
· God has given each one of us unique gifts and talents.  
· By allowing the Holy Spirit to work through us and our unique talents, we continue furthering the work of the Church.
· By doing the work of discernment this past year, we invited the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to the one who’s unique gifts, talents, and leadership would guide us in the work that God is continuing to call this community to do.
· In the days leading up to this holy assembly, we were asked to pray the Novena to the Holy Spirit.  
· Included in this novena is a prayer that says, “O Promised Paraclete, help me to be faithful to my vocation in this Community, dedicated to the gentle maiden of Nazareth.  Lead me! Grace me! Nudge me! Hassle me! Shatter my comfortableness, so that I might grow into the vowed religious person you call me to be and become! Help me to live the instruction of that quiet woman who said, “Do whatever He tells you.”  
· Each time I pray this prayer it humbles me and inwardly moves me to tears.
· When I pray the words, “shatter my comfortableness” it’s like an arrow shot straight into the heart of my ego and it makes me feel weak in the knees.  
· The words from our Psalm today describe this feeling perfectly by saying,
· “O Lord, you know all my desires, and my sighing is not hidden from you.  My heart is pounding; my strength has failed me…. Truly, I am on the verge of falling.”  
· Change is scary.  
· It can cause us great anxiety and is uncomfortable.
· It takes away the familiar, and the things that we’re used to; it challenges our sense of security.  
· It causes us to feel vulnerable and exposes our fears.  
· It can make us feel weak, a feeling that none of us like to feel.
· For some, this can cause feelings of anger, bitterness, and hurt.
· Still others might feel a sense of rejection or find themselves stuck in the mourning of what was, while others are able to work through their emotions, to find hope, and look towards the future.
· There’s a Pearl from the Way of the Resurrection that explains it like this, 
· “When the Holy Spirit graces us with wisdom and insight, it does not always feel good.  Sometimes that grace comes in the midst of suffering, pain, or struggle.”  
· If you find that you are struggling with the changes that are about to take place, please know that you are not alone.  
· These are growing pains and it’s going to be an adjustment for all of us, especially our new Steward Guardian, as they find their own way of leading this community.  
· Now more than ever it is imperative that we practice the living of our vows of tenderness and humility, to wish one another the peace of Christ, and above all to pray for one another.
· God is with us and the Holy Spirit abides with us in our struggles.
· Today, as Br. Stephen gives the gift of his obedience to Br. Will, he is of course giving his own personal gift of obedience.  
· But something else happens at this point that is equally as important.
· Every one of us, from the time we were postulants to the time of our current status as novice or professed member, gave the gift of our obedience to Br. Stephen and his successors.
· So, when Br. Stephen gives his obedience, he is also speaking for each one of us.
· In his giving of obedience to Br. Will, you and I are also giving the gift of our obedience to Br. Will.
· And so now, to our outgoing Steward Guardian, Br. Stephen, I’d like to say on behalf of this community, thank you.  
· Thank you for 15 years of loving service as our Founder and Steward Guardian.
· Thank you for listening to the Holy Spirit and answering God’s call to establish this community.  
· Thank you for being a leader, but most of all thank you for being a servant and showing us how to live justly, tenderly, humbly, and contemplatively.
· Through the living of our Rule and our four vows, your spirit will live on through each one of us.  
· May God bless you as continue to discern His call upon your life and may Jesus and his dear Mother be with you on your journey.
· To our new Steward Guardian, let me first say thank you for being willing to answer this call.  
· Thank you for being a willing vessel of the Holy Spirit.  
· Your time to be our Steward Guardian has been born from much prayer and discernment.  
· You were selected because your Brothers and Sisters saw within you unique gifts and talents that will enable you to shepherd us and inspire us to live our community’s charism in new and exciting ways.  
· Believe in yourself as much as we believe in you and know that we are praying for you daily.
· May God bless you and fill you with peace as you transition into your new role and may Jesus and his dear Mother be with you on your journey.  Amen.  
